
BEDFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING   TUESDAY   7:00 PM  FEBRUARY 9,  2010 

 

ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER, 2.  PRAYER & PLEDGE, 3.  OPEN MEETING 4.  ROLL CALL 

 
Be it remembered that the Bedford County Commissioners, acting as the County Legislative Body of the 

County met in a regular session in the Bedford County Courthouse in Shelbyville, TN  on Tuesday,  

February 9, at 7:00 P.M.  Chairman Eugene Ray called the meeting to order.  Prayer was led by 

Commissioner Phillip Vincent.  County Clerk Kathy Prater led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Sheriff Randall 

Boyce opened the meeting. 

 

 TONY SMITH   J.D. (BO) WILSON  JOHN E. BROWN 

 ED CASTLEMAN  JIMMY PATTERSON LINDA YOCKEY 

 PHILLIP VINCENT  BOBBY FOX                            TONY BARRETT 

 JANICE BROTHERS  JIMMY WOODSON                PHILLIP FARRAR 

 BILLY KING JR. 

 

With fourteen Commissioners present, Chairman Eugene Ray called the meeting to order.  

(Commissioner Tune, Thomas, Yoes  and Tillett were absent).   

5.  APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 12, 2010 COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Castleman moved to approve the January 12, 2010 Commission minutes, 

seconded by Commissioner Yockey, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

6.  PROCLAMATION PRESENTATION TO FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA (FFA) 

 

County Mayor Eugene Ray presented the following Proclamation. 
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A Public Hearing was held February 9, 2010 a 7:10 P.M. in the Circuit Court room, 2
nd

 Floor, of 

the Bedford County Courthouse on the following requests. 

 

 
Commissioner Woodson stated that the Rules and Legislative Committee had no recommendation 

on Item D. in the Public Hearing requests. 

7.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

A. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

7.A.1.  Consideration of approval of Quarterly Financials. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Financial Management Committee) 

  

 Reports on file in Clerk’s Office. 

 

Commissioner Wilson moved to approve 7.A.1., seconded by Commissioner Vannatta, and passed 

by unanimous vote of the Board. 

B.  RULES AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

 

7.B.1.  Consideration of approval of notary applicants. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Rules and Legislative Committee) 



BEDFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING   TUESDAY   7:00 PM  FEBRUARY 9,  2010 

7.B.1.Con’t

 
 

 

Commissioner Patterson moved to approve the notary applicants/renewals as submitted by the 

County Clerk, seconded by Commissioner Castleman, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

7.B.2.  Consideration of approval of the Current Road Listing for 2010; Second Reading 

             (Recommended unanimously by the Rules & Legislative Committee) 

 

Commissioner Woodson moved to approve Item 7.B.2., seconded by Commissioner Fox, and passed 

by unanimous vote of the Board. 

7.B.3.  Consideration of approval of a replacement for Joe McCurry who recently resigned from  

            the EMS Board 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Rules & Legislative Committee; Deferred from Dec. Co. 

              Commission meeting) 

 

County Mayor Ray appointed Brad Vincent.  Commissioner Vincent moved to accept Mayor Ray’s 

appointment, seconded by Commissioner Yockey, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

7.B.4.  Consideration of approval of a rezoning request from Roger Smith from A-1 to C-2 at 3225 

            Hwy. 231 North; Tax Map 040, Parcel 025.00 (Tract 1, consisting of 7.6 acres), for the  

 Purpose of auto sales. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Planning Commission & Rules & Legislative  

              Committee) 

 

Commissioner Smith moved to approve Item 7.B.4., seconded by Commissioner Brothers.  Upon 

question from Commissioner Vannatta, Mr. Smith stated this request would in no way interfere 

with Commissioner Vannatta’s irrigation rights.  Motion to approve then passed by unanimous 

vote of the Board. 
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7.B. Con’t: 

 

 

7.B.5.  Consideration of approval of amending the Zoning Resolutions to allow stand-alone  

            Accessory structure. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Planning Commission & Rules & Legislative  

              Committee) 

 

Commissioner Yockey moved to approve Item 7.B.5., seconded by Commissioner Smith, and passed 

by unanimous vote of the Board. 

7.B.6.  Consideration of approval of adopting the 2009 International Building Code and 2009  

            Residential Code which includes amending out the required sprinkler system for one and  

            two family dwellings. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Planning Commission & Rules & Legislative 

              Committee) 

 

Commissioner Vincent moved to approve Item 7.B.6., seconded by Commissioner Smith.  

Commissioner Wilson asked how this would change anything relative to what is currently in place.  

Codes Director Demonbren came forward to state the only major change was the sprinkler system 

which, if passed tonight would be amended out.  Minor changes would be requiring carbon 

monoxide alarms instead of smoke alarms, requiring limited opening devices on windows and 

locking caps on HVAC units.  Upon question from Commissioner Yockey, Director Demonbren 

stated if the 2009 Codes aren’t adopted the state will impose their own minimum building codes.  

She said all features in the Building codes are for safety.  Commissioner Smith said the reason for 

opting out of the sprinkler system was because the county does not have sufficient water pressure in 

the rural parts of the County to handle this without the homeowner installing pumps and storage 

facilities which would be costly.  Motion to approve Item 7.B.6. then passed by unanimous vote of 

the Board. 

7.B.7.  Consideration of amending the Zoning Resolutions to include allowed zoning and definition  

            for “homeless shelter”. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Planning Commission & Rules & Legislative  

              Committee) 

 

Commissioner Smith moved to approve Item 7.B.7., seconded by Commissioner Yockey.  

Commissioner Wilson asked where homeless shelters could go.  Commissioner Yockey and Director 

Demonbren stated they could be placed in a C-1 on a main highway such as Highways 231, 41A, 

130 and 82.  Motion to approve then passed with Commissioner Wilson voting, no. 

7.B.8.  Consideration of nomination for vacancies on the 6
th

, 8
th

, and 9
th

 District Road Board. 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Planning Commission & Rules & Legislative  

             Committee) 

 

County Mayor Ray stated there was not a recommendation for the 6
th

 District.  Andrew Robertson 

was recommended for the 8
th

 District.  Commissioner Vannatta moved to accept the 

recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board.  

Ronnie Sudberry was recommended for the 9
th

 District.  Commissioner Wilson moved to accept the 

recommendation, seconded by Commissioner Yockey, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

7.B.9.  Consideration of a recommendation by Mayor Ray for vacancy on the Bedford County 

            Emergency Medical Service Board 

            (Recommended unanimously by the Rules & Legislative Committee) 

 

County Mayor Ray stated Item 7.B.9. had been previously approved. 

C.  COURTHOUSE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

  

7.C.1.   Consideration of approval of renovating a room at the Medical Arts building to be used 

              As a committee/commission meeting room. 

             (Recommended unanimously by the Courthouse & Property Committee) 

 

              Estimated cost as follows: 
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7.B.C. Con’t. 

 
 

Commissioner Farrar stated he needed clarification on which meetings would be moved to the 

Medical Arts Building.  He stated he was not for moving the meetings from the Courthouse since it 

was centrally located and convenient for the citizens of the county.  County Mayor Ray stated the 

Committee Meetings would move but the full Commission meetings would remain at the 

Courthouse unless the courtroom was tied up for trials.  Commissioner Vincent stated the 

Courthouse and Property Committee discussed this for the full Commission Meetings to move 

locations in an emergency only.  Commissioner King asked if the renovation money would come 

from the rents currently being received by the occupants of the Medical Arts Building, to which 

Mayor Ray responded, yes.  Commissioner King then moved to approve Item 7.C.1., seconded by 

Commissioner Yockey, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

D.  LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE 

      (No items were placed on the agenda by the Law Enforcement Committee) 

 

Commissioner Fox moved to suspend the rules.  Motion to suspend passed by unanimously vote on 

a show of hands.   

Commissioner Fox asked to bring the Sheriff’s salary up to the normal Sheriff’s pay effective 

January 2010.  Commissioner Wilson moved to allow this, seconded by Commissioner Vincent, and 

passed on a roll call vote by unanimous vote of the Board. 

 

14   ayes    -     0    noes 

 

************************************************************************************ 

County Attorney Bobo stated that the County has certain reporting requirements after the Public 

Hearing on Item D.  He then proposed the following motion.  “There being no concerns or 

complaints voiced by the public at the Public Hearing conducted concerning the Judicial 

Commissioner’s System, I move that the body conclude that the system is functioning properly and 

that notice to this effect be given to the judges and judiciary committees as set forth in TCA 40-1-

111(a)(2)(B).”  Commissioner Barrett then stated this as his motion for approval, seconded by 

Commissioner Smith, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

8.  QUARTERLY REPORTS (Activity report, no financial) 

      

A. County Mayor 

 

County Mayor Ray stated new procedures were making county government more efficient.  Sales 

tax collections are down and money is tight.  Other counties across the state are experiencing 

cutbacks and lay-offs.  A transit company is going to be coming to Bedford County and making 

trips to Murfreesboro and Nashville for $25.00.  We are looking at a plant expansion with 1000 jobs 

by summer if things work out.  Another plant has taken some options which would mean 25 new 

jobs if they come here.  Certificates of Deposits have been bid out.  The county has an Investment  

Committee made up of bank presidents, with Commissioner Wilson being the Chairman. 
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8. Con’t: 

 

 

B. Animal Control Director 

 

Director Gregory said the Rescue Wagon program is continuing.  A grant was received through 

them and was used to put down a floor and enclose the carport being used for overflow.  They have 

purchased a livestock trailer with funds they already had. 

************************************************************************************* 

C. Zoning Director 

 

Director Demonbren said permits were up in November but back down in December due to the 

weather.  Both Dollar General Stores are underway and on schedule.  No property owners have 

been turned over to the delinquent tax attorney. 

************************************************************************************* 

D. Property Assessor 

 

Assessor Clanton said over 1500 personal property tax schedules have been sent out and are due 

back March 1
st
.  Upon question from Commissioner Wilson, she stated they were sent regular mail.  

There has been 151 sales and of those 86 sold above appraisal.  Reappraisals will be starting around 

June and will be complete January 1, 2011.  The GIS Orthos will be provided to counties free of 

charge and TDOT will handle the flyovers. 

************************************************************************************* 

E. IT 

 

Director Trott said EMS had some security issues with their upgrades that had been taken care of.  

There have been 20 completed work orders this quarter.  Upcoming projects include face book and 

twitter. 

************************************************************************************* 

F. EMA 

 

Director Johnson said FEMA has just approved the Counties Mitigation Plan.  This gives the 

County access to compete for grant money.  They have been working with the City of Wartrace on 

cellular projects which include text messaging to residents about train blocking or emergency 

situations. 

************************************************************************************* 

G. County Clerk 

 

Clerk Prater said the State took over business tax effective January 1, 2010.  There has been some 

confusion, as expected, but that is being worked through.  Business tax auditors had the office recall 

all of the distress warrants that had been issued when they started the audit.  It was assumed these 

would be collected.  They were not collected by audit and the clerk’s office is now in the process of 

reissuing those.  The clerk’s office is still responsible for delinquencies through 2009.  No monies 

have been received from the State yet, but should be paid over to the clerk and trustee by the 20
th

 of 

the month. 

************************************************************************************* 

H. EMS Director 

 

Director Graham said call volume is strong with 2771 calls year to date.  They are within their goal 

of a 4 to 6 minute response time in the city and 12 minutes in the county. 

A First Responder program has been started and funded through a highway safety grant. 

************************************************************************************* 

I. Director of Schools 

 

Superintendent Gray said the Board of Education has completed their part in the Unionville 

Deason Road project and County Mayor Ray has received the contract.  Highway Superintendent 

Smotherman is now in charge.  He thanked Highway Superintendent Smotherman and his 

department for the job they did during the snow, stating they would have closed schools for 4 or 5 

more days if not for the great job they did clearing the roads.  They have started a backpack 

program which allows some students to pick up food for the week-end.  They cut their telephone 

bills by $2200.00 per month by changing from land lines to voice over IP.  They are in the budget 

process and the Governor has proposed to fund BEP fully next year. 

Commissioner Fox asked how Race to the Top was going to affect Bedford County and the 

teachers.  Superintendent Gray said this would change everything about education and he had a 

prepared 30 minutes presentation that he would be glad to show anyone who was interested.  The 

State will know in April if they have gotten the money and the Education Department will have 60 

days to turn in a plan approved by the School Board and the County Commission.  The money will 

be over a 4 year period and will not be spent on on-going programs which would be locked in. 

************************************************************************************* 
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8.  Con’t: 

 

J. Veterans Service Officer 

 

Officer Warren said Bedford County had 324 veterans in 2008 that the government paid 

$2,470,633.  In 2009 the figures went to 462 veterans paid $2,874,000.  They made 38 trips to the VA 

and he saw 141 veterans this last quarter. 

************************************************************************************* 

K. Election Registrar 

 

Registrar Leverette said the qualifying deadline for the May Primary is 12:00 Noon, February 18, 

2010.  This includes all county offices, including County Commissioners, except Property Assessor 

and Highway Superintendent.  Anyone running as Independent must still qualify by this deadline. 

************************************************************************************* 

L. Register of Deeds 

 

Register Reed said at the ending of the 2
nd

 quarter his office had 291 deeds recorded, 85 quit claim 

deeds, 61 trustee deeds, 24 notices of completions and total recorded documents of 2,048.  They 

have back-indexed 25 books and are getting a bid to have plats scanned into the system. 

************************************************************************************* 

M. Communication Director 

 

Director Mathis stated they answered 13,445 telephone calls for the quarter and actually 

dispatched 6,529 of these.  They have their backup operation working at EMA in case of a disaster. 

************************************************************************************* 

N. Highway Superintendent/Solid Waste 

 

Superintendent Smotherman said they are in process of clearing roads and grinding brush due to 

falling tree limbs during the snow.  Once the weather gets dry, they plan on patching potholes.  He 

said the bad weather has taken a toll on Bedford County Roads and that will need to be addressed 

in the near future.  They are going to have to do an environmental awareness study on the land at 

the Unionville Deason -Highway 41-A interchange.   

Solid Waste is still averaging 1000 tons per month.  The price of recyclables and scrap metal is 

coming back up. 

Commissioner Wilson noted that a lot of the county roads were eroding on the sides and asked what 

kind of program needed to be put in place to stop this from happening.  Superintendent 

Smotherman said an overlay of hot mix would hold it for several years.  At the present it is costing 

$75,000. for a mile of asphalt. 

************************************************************************************* 

O. Probation Director 

 

Director Griffy gave the following report. 
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8.  Con’t: 

 

 
 

 
************************************************************************************* 

P. Trustee 
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8.  Con’t: 

 

 
************************************************************************************ 

Q. Circuit Court Clerk/Traffic School 

 

Clerk Smith said Juvenile Court is on the rise, General Sessions is very heavy and Circuit Court is 

twice as big.  He said he has collected over $300,000. in clerk fees through the 2
nd

 quarter, which is 

way up. 

************************************************************************************* 

R. Sheriff/Jail/Workhouse 
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8.  Con’t: 

 

 
 

 

Commissioner Wilson asked if Bedford County had a contract with the state to handle state 

prisoners and did the Sheriff’s Department maintain the county was making money on handling 

the state prisoners.  Administrator Lowman responded, yes to both questions and said he would be 

glad to furnish Commissioner Wilson a copy of the contract. 

************************************************************************************* 

     Finance Director 

 

Finance Director Daniel came forward to answer any questions on his report.  He went over the tax 

collections contained in his report.  He said they were up in some collections and down in others.  

He stated after several years they were either going to need a new revenue stream or an increase in 

property taxes. 

9.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

County Mayor Ray invited everyone to an open house/ribbon cutting for MTSU and Motlow on 

February 18, 2010.  Open House will start at 9:30 with the ribbon cutting at 10:00 A.M. 

10.  ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business before the Board,  Commissioner Smith moved to adjourn, 

seconded by Commissioner Yockey, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

 

 

            ____________________________________________ 
            EUGENE RAY 

             BEDFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 



BEDFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING   TUESDAY   7:00 PM  FEBRUARY 9,  2010 

 

I certify that the minutes were completed on the 17th of February, 2010 and delivered to the 

Bedford County Mayor’s Office. 

 

 

            ________________________________________________ 

            KATHY PRATER 

            BEDFORD COUNTY CLERK 

 

I certify that I received these minutes on the __________ day of February, 2010. 

              

       ________________________________________________ 

             EUGENE RAY, BEDFORD COUNTY MAYOR 

 

 


