
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING-BEDFORD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS   TUESDAY 

5:30 PM.            JUNE 29, 2010 

 

 

 

ITEM 1. CALL TO ORDER, 2.  PRAYER & PLEDGE, 3.  OPEN MEETING 4.  ROLL CALL 

 

Be it remembered that the Bedford County Commissioners, acting as the County 

Legislative Body of the County met in a Special Called Meeting,  in the Bedford County 

Courthouse in Shelbyville, TN  on Tuesday,  June 29, 2010  at 5:30 P.M.  Chairman Eugene 

Ray called the meeting to order.  Prayer was led by Commissioner Tony Barrett.  County 

Clerk Kathy Prater led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Sheriff Randall Boyce opened the 

meeting. 

 TONY SMITH  J.D. (BO) WILSON      MARK THOMAS 

 JOHN E. BROWN  BOBBY VANNATTA               ED CASTLEMAN 

 JIMMY PATTERSON JOE TILLETT                          LINDA YOCKEY  

 BILLY KING JR.  BOBBY FOX                             TONY BARRETT 

 JANICE BROTHERS PHILLIP FARRAR       JEFF YOES  

 PHILLIP VINCENT             JIMMY WOODSON 

 

With seventeen commissioners present, Chairman Eugene Ray called the meeting to order. 

17 present – 0 absent 

5.  BUDGETS 

A. 2010-2011 Budgets 

(2010-2011 Budget on file in County Clerk’s Office) 

 

Commissioner Vannatta moved to reduce the cars in the Sheriff’s budget from five to 

three, give county employees a 2% pay raise and if revenues increase at the end of six 

months look at giving more, and set the tax rate at 2.27 which would mean no tax increase. 

Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. 

 

Commissioner Barrett stated the cars were not a luxury in the Sheriff’s budget, but a 

necessity.  The Sheriff has an obligation to answer calls and they are driving cars now with 

better than 150,000 miles on them.  The agreement for five cars was made before Sheriff 

Boyce came into office because that was needed then and the department has grown since 

that time.  They are probably eight years into when this agreement was made and calls 

have continued to increase every year.  He stated cars were a necessity for the Sheriff to be 

able to do his job. 

 

Commissioner Thomas stated he was for the county employees receiving a pay increase, 

but he didn’t want to get 6 months down into the budget and have any county employees 

laid off.  He asked the Finance Director if the raise could cause future layoffs.  Director 

Daniel stated he thought the county would make it through the year okay unless the 

economy turns even further down and if it goes up then the county would be in better 

shape. 

 

Commissioner Wilson stated the last two years had been ordinary economic years, but this 

year was not ordinary economic times.  Sales tax was down $190,000.00.  Commissioner 

Wilson asked where the money would come from if the county had a large emergency 

expenditure.  Director Daniel said when the county had a down economy they didn’t 

budget any increases in revenues, they budgeted decreases in revenues.  This helped to 

cover the decrease in sales tax.  Director Daniel said the actual revenues were more than 

the expenditures.  He stated his concern was controlling the costs so everyone doesn’t spend 

their entire budget. 

 

Commissioner King asked how the 2% raises compared to the past years bonus.  Director 

Daniel stated he didn’t know because he hadn’t made the comparisons.   

 

Commissioner Thomas asked Finance Director Daniel if he felt comfortable with the 2% 

raise and the $170,000.00 fund balance in not laying people off.  Director Daniel stated he 

didn’t know that he was 100% comfortable.  Commissioner Thomas asked how many 

departments had spent their total budget for this 2009-2010 budget year.  Director Daniel 

said there wasn’t any department that had spent their entire budget.  The Sheriff’s 

Department might be tight but it is due to medical costs which is something the Sheriff has 

no control of. 
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5.A.  Cont’d: 

 

Upon question from Commissioner Wilson, Director Daniel stated he thought the county 

needed a budget policy and a fund balance policy which would give the county a rainy day 

fund.  He stated salary charts would standardize and allow the county to predict into the 

future.  Commissioner Yockey said the state pays approximately 90% and the county pays 

approximately 10% of the teacher’s salaries.  The negotiating team had asked for a 2% 

raise on the county’s portion and she thought a 1% raise passed amounting to about 

$28,000.00.  Director Daniel stated the 1% was not in the budget and he thought it was still 

under negotiation.  He stated the teachers get their step increases.  Commissioner Yockey 

stated if you had been teaching 15 years or more the step increase would amount to about 

$3.00 and if you have been working over 29 years it was zero.   

 

Upon question from Commissioner Patterson, Director Daniel said deducting two cars 

from the Sheriff’s Department budget would put around $ 60,000.00 back into the fund 

balance to be appropriated for something else.  He stated they tried to hold off capital 

purchases until after January when taxes start coming in.   

 

Commissioner Wilson then called for question on the motion which passed on a roll call 

vote. 

 

14 ayes     -     3 noes 

 

Commissioner Barrett read the following disclaimer before casting his vote. 

My vote answers only to my conscience and obligation to my constituents and the citizens 

which this body represents.  I am going to vote, no. 

5.B.  Budget Appropriation Resolutions 

         (Resolution 11-1 on file in County Clerk’s Office) 

 

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the Budget Appropriation Resolution with the 

changes and waive the reading, seconded by Commissioner Tillett and passed by 

unanimous vote of the Board on a roll call vote. 

 

17 ayes     -     0  noes 

5.C.  Tax Rate 

 

Commissioner Wilson moved to set the County General tax rate at $1.11,  seconded by 

Commissioner Tillett, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board on a roll call vote. 

 

17 ayes     -     0 noes 

 

Commissioner Vannatta moved to approve Highway/Public Works at  .04, General 

Purpose Schools at 1.02, General Debt Service at .10 and include County General which 

passed at 1.11 to set the tax rate at 2.27, seconded by Commissioner Wilson.  Motion then 

passed on a roll call vote by unanimous vote of the Board. 

 

17 ayes     -     0 noes 

 

Before casting his vote, Commissioner Woodson declared the following:  Because I am an 

employee of the school system I am going to have to abstain on the school part of it, but I 

vote yes on the other. 

 

Before casting her vote, Commissioner Yockey had the following disclaimer read and 

limited it to the school budget.  “Because I am an employee of the Bedford County Board of 

Education I have a conflict of interest in the proposal about to be voted, however I declare 

that my argument answer only to my conscience and obligation to my constituents which 

this body represents. 

 

Before casting his vote, Commissioner Farrar declared the following:  I am just going to 

abstain from the school budget and vote, aye, on the others. 
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5.D.  Tax Rate Resolution 

 

 
Commissioner Fox moved to approved Item 5.D. with the appropriate adjustment, 

seconded by Commissioner Thomas, and passed by unanimous vote of the Board. 

 

17 ayes     -     0 noes 

5.E.  Other Resolutions 
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5.E.  Cont’d: 

 

 
 

Commissioner Tillett moved to approve Item 5.E.  and waive the reading, seconded by 

Commissioner Yockey, and passed on a roll call vote. 

 

16 ayes     -     0 noes 
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6.  2009-2010 Budget Amendments 

     (Bedford County Budget Amendment #6 and School Budget Amendment #4 on file in 

       the County Clerk’s Office) 

 

Commissioner Tillett moved to approve Item # 6., seconded by Commissioner Smith, and 

passed by unanimous vote of the Board on a roll call vote. 

 

17 ayes     -     0 noes 

7.  Consideration of approval of appointment for the 6
th

 District School Board vacancy. 

 

Commissioner Tillett moved to appoint Andrea Anderson to the 6
th

 District School Board 

vacancy, seconded by Commissioner Yoes.  Commissioner Wilson moved that nominations 

cease and Dr. Anderson be elected by acclamation.  Motion passed by unanimous vote of 

the Board. 

8.  Adjourn 

 

There being no further business before the Board, Mayor Ray declared the meeting 

adjourned. 

 
              

            _______________________________________ 

            EUGENE RAY 
 BEDFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

 

I certify that the minutes were completed on the 1st of July, 2010 and delivered to the 

Bedford County Mayor’s Office. 

 

_________________________________________ 

                                                                                        KATHY PRATER 

                                                                                   BEDFORD COUNTY CLERK 

       

BEDFORD COUNTY CLERK 

I certify that I received these minutes on the ____________ day of July 2010. 

 

___________________________________________ 

           EUGENE RAY 

           BEDFORD COUNTY MAYOR 

 


